Connecting to New York's Collections powerpoint presentation by Priscilla Bredler, Executive Director, Greater Hudson Heritage Network
• http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_d
etailpage&v=SnvqsWVluCE 
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 • In 2005, a nationwide study was 
conducted which concluded that 
immediate action is needed to 
prevent the loss of 190 million 
museum artifacts that are in need 
of conservation treatment.  
A national survey of more than 3,000 
museums, libraries, and archives revealed: 
 
 
 
• 79% of history museums and 96% of historical 
societies do not have a Disaster Plan and 
staff trained to carry it out. 
 
• 74% of nation’s collections are held by small 
institutions. 
 
• 65 % had collections damaged due to 
improper storage. 
 
 
  
  
 
• 59% of such institutions had collections 
damaged by light.  
 
• 59% of institutions’ collections are stored in 
areas large enough to accommodate them 
safely and appropriately. 
 
• 53% had collections damaged by moisture. 
 
• 50% of respondents do not have a long-term 
plan for collection care. 
 
Media across the county 
reported on the findings 
 
 
December 6, 2005 
History Is Slipping Away as Collections Deteriorate, 
Report Says 
 
Library Journal archive 
December 16, 2005 
Heritage Health Index: Valuable Library Collections at 
Risk  
 
 
 
February 15, 2006 
Museums' survival depends on their ability to reach out  
 
                All Things Considered, National Public Radio 
 
December 12, 2005 
U.S. Museum Collections in Dire Condition 
 
 
 
 
 
January 24, 2006 
Museum Artifacts In Danger Of Disintegrating 
 
Lawrence World Journal.com 
December 12, 2005 
Museums face challenges in keeping artifacts intact 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connecting to Collections: 
 A Call to Action:  
a multi-year, multi-faceted national 
initiative to raise public awareness and 
inspire action. 
 
 
 
New York’s 2009 
 survey project 
 
• Fewer than 50% of New York repositories have 
a disaster plan in place. 
 
• 75% of respondents said they did not have 
collections care staff with formal training. 
 
• 47.5% noted a general conservation/ 
preservation survey of their collections had 
not been done. 
 
• Perceived barriers to staff training 
opportunities: Travel costs (74.25%), 
registration costs (64.7%), unavailability in the 
region (58.2%), and distance to training site 
(57.2%).                            
Survey Comments 
• “Due to a lack of funding, for example, the facility 
has no environmental controls. Professional help in 
evaluating the site and to propose procedures … is 
needed.”  
• “More money needs to be available for basic issues 
such as climate control and storage.....also ways of 
getting help would be great.” 
• “We had a terrible mold problem for years and I 
tried contacting the state for support since no one 
would recognize our issue. I got no help at all. It 
took 8 years of fighting…I would hope in the future 
for support for this issue since it is very serious.” 
• “If you had a web site … to get quick advice for 
novices, that would be a time-saving help.”  
 
 
Collections at Risk 
 
55% Books and Paper  
 


Collections at Risk 
 
52% Photographic 
collections 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Collection at Risk 
 
49.5% Digital Materials & 
Electronic records  
 

Collection at Risk 
 
40% Art Objects and 
Historic and Ethnographic 
Objects 
 
  
 
 
 
Ceramics, Glass, Metal & 
Wooden tools 
  
Archaeological & Ethnographic 
artifacts, Decorative Objects & 
Furniture 
 
Paintings, Decorative Arts, and 
Textiles 
What can be done to assist 
collecting institutions and 
collections at risk? 
Last fall, Greater Hudson Heritage 
Network, was awarded through the 
fall of 2014, a grant from IMLS to 
present preservation training in 
connection with the collection types 
identified as "at risk" in New York 
State.  
 

 
How will the project help? 
• webinar series (14 in all), viewable 
independently or in groups to 
encourage discussion and networking 
 
• web-based "How-To" video tutorials 
providing instruction to organizational 
staff and to a more general audience 
who may have personal collections 
• circuit rider mentoring program where 
professionals offer 'house calls' to 
organizations throughout the state 
 
 
• C2CNYS.org - an interactive cross-
disciplinary knowledge portal website 
website - will serve as the 'go-to' site for 
collections care best practices, a 
'home' for disaster preparedness plans, 
conservation and preservation 
resources, the webinar series, and the 
"How-To" video tutorials 
 With the collaboration of 20 
heritage organizations and 
libraries throughout the state, it 
is estimated that the project will 
reach approximately 5,000 
cultural heritage institutions 
throughout New York State!   
Our Partners 
Albany Institute of History & Art 
Albright-Knox Art Gallery 
Buffalo Museum of Science 
Capital District Library Council 
Central New York Library Resource Council 
Fenton History Center 
Greater Hudson Heritage Network 
Historic House Trust of New York City 
Long Island Library Resource Council 
Metropolitan New York Library Council 
Museumwise: Museum Association of New York 
New York State Council on the Arts 
Niagara County Historical Society 
Northern New York Library Network 
Onondaga Historical Association 
Oyster Bay Historical Society 
Rochester Regional Library Council 
South Central Regional Library Council 
Southeastern New York Library Resource Council 
Western New York Library Resource Council 
  
 
Thank you to  
For making this initiative 
possible for collecting 
institutions throughout 
New York State! 
Introducing….. 
